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Presentingthe Future: eSAS

by Jeff Riegel

and others met to discuss bringing the

Sassafras Audubon Society into the
21st century. Basically, this means
becoming more electronic. Hence, the new
eSAS is being developed. Several issues
were discussed and certain initiatives
identified and brought to the board of
directors for approval at their June
meeting. All were approved unanimously.
These are the highlights of the changes
youdll be seeing i

I n May a group of SAS board members

Chapter-only memberships (also known as
to some as
to simply Sassafras Audubon Society
memberships. This will distinguish our
chapter-only members from our National
Audubon Society members, who are
automatically members of SAS. The
AFriends of SASO
to our LISTSERV e-mail distribution list
which is comprised of e-mail addresses of
folks that may or may not be members of
either National Audubon Society or
Sassafras Audubon Society.

We want to be able to take memberships,
renewals, and donations via our Web site.

We want to be able to raise funds by sales
of our birding guide and any other items
we want to sell via our Web site.

AFriends

We voted to set up an account with
PayPal to facilitate financial transactions.

We are going to have two versions of the
Leaflet There will be a PDF file that you
can download, or print at your own
convenience, and there will be a
Aiscrollingo

We are going to be posting recaps of the
programs and outings that we have so
tqos not attending will get ap idea of

eve ytl%ng trﬁe?/ Rilsed dnd! a%é aftend

the next program or outing.
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Facebook. Jonathan Bauer, a nominee for
the board of directors, generously
volunteered to handle the set-up and
maintenance of this site.

n a noRe othet itenh waddRcWssed, Ritfwdl kake © N |

more time to implement i a new design for
our entire Web site. Many thanks go out to
our webmaster, Susan Hengeveld, and her
new advisor on all matters pertaining to the
Web, Eva Allen, for even thinking of
taking on this monumental task.

If you have any more ideas of ways to
make the eSAS face of our chapter even
more productive, please contact me at
jkriegel@BirdCountry.US. g

Ver sion

CAN YOU NAME
THAT BIRD

We are throwing you a curve this time.

bird
read further.

Photo by Bob Dodd

Nothing says our quiz has to show a real live
bird! You will find clues to the identity of this
el sewhere in
figure it out from the photo, you will have to

t

SAS and the Gulf
Clean-up Effort

by Stephen Friesen

or the SAS board, the question is not

whether we should send financial aid
to the clean-up effort: we have already
approved a motion for doing so. Rather,

thg Issue {5 which qigangafons,arg rost yye 1y |

directly intervening on behalf of the
wildlife, habitats and ecological systems in
the region. We want SAS money to be
used as directly and efficiently as possible.
I volunteered to look at this issue in more
detail and want to share what I learned,
egpecially since many of you may also
want to contribute to the clean-up effort.
continued on page 5

Work Day Planned
for Goose Pond

AS will sponsor a work day at

Goose Pond FWA, our adopted
Important Bird Area, on Saturday,
July 31. We plan to spray herbicide on
the invasive plant phragmites or
concentrate on killing some of the
woody vegetation that has been
creeping into the wetlands. The
workday will begin with a short
orientation at the Goose Pond office at
8 a.m. and will last until about noon.
The office is south of Linton on state
road 59. It is in a barn, which is the
first building on the south after you
complete the curving right angle turn
to the west. If you have a sprayer,
please bring it. Some volunteers will
be needed to cut woody stems while
others will spray the stumps to retard
re-sprouting. Keeping ahead of these
invasive plants early on in the
restoration will go a long way toward
maintaining a high-quality wetland in
the long run. Questions,? Contact Jess
Gwinn at iaqmo@bluemarble.net.}



http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/3094.htm
mailto:jagmo@bluemarble.net

Presi de ndreasuret Needed

by Jeff Riegel

ast January we held a meeting of the general membership to discuss the future of

the Sassafras Audubon Society. The meeting was prompted by the difficulty we

were having at that time filling positions on the board of directors as they became
vacant. About 30 people attended and came forth with numerous ideas for our future, and
your board has begun implementing some of those ideas. Now is the time to address the
real reason for the meeting: vacancies on the board.

A member of the SAS board of directors is elected for a two-year term which officially
begins on October 1. A few months prior to that date, prospective board members are
invited to board meetings to get to know the process we go through in making our
decisions and to get to know one another. At the September board meeting, we (the board)
officially nominate candidates to fill offices on the board and all members in attendance at
our September program vote on our nominees. So far this year, we are nominating three
people to join our board i Marsue Jackson, Julia Ferguson, and Jonathan Bauer i and
youol l hear more about Leafeem i n t he

We also need a treasurer i not only a board member, but one of the officers of the
organization. Laura Hammond will be leaving the board at the end of her term this year and
I cannot thank her enough for all she has done during this very trying time for the board.
Now itds time for someone to step up

Our treasurer basically keeps track of

bills, makes the deposits, and keeps a handle on our available cash and investments. The
treasurer is also a voting member of the board, which requires

continued on page 3

JOIN SAS

Support Sassafras Audubon Society local educational programs, outings, and conservatifin
projects by being a Chapter Member. Members receive membership in SAS and a 10
percent discount on selected items at Bloomington Hardware. Support national
conservation efforts through the National Audubon Society and receive Audubon magazifle
along with automatic membership in SAS. But, because NAS dues primarily support
national priorities, we encourage you to also become a Chapter Member. As a Chapter
Member, you will have the satisfaction of supporting your local chapter and its local
projects!

Sassafras Audubon Society Membership Application

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

E-Mail Address:

I Chapter Membership in SAS $20/year x ____ ykear(s)
| Nati onal Audubon Socifety Me @b
Special introductory offer (regularly $35/year)
(Renewals go through National Audubon Society)
Addi tional Contri
Total Enclosed $

Attention Membership Coordinator, P.O. Box 85, Bloomington, IN 47402.
Thank you for supporting Sassafras Audubon Society!

For more information about membessiaipp us at SAS@sassafrasaudubon.
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SassafrasAudubon Society

Board of Directors

President
Jeff Riegel (jkriegel@birdcountry.us)

Vice President
Don Allen (donandchar2@gmail.com)
Treasurer
Laura Hammond (laura@jghphoto.com)
Secretary

Tom Platt (tgplatt@indiana.edu)

David Drutt (chefdavel01@gmail.com)
John Eakin (eakin@indiana.edu)
Stephen Friesen (sfriesen@indiana.edu)
Ann Maxwell (ndrew@att.net)

Brittany Swinford (bluemoosey8@yahoo.com)

Sept e mb29%¥0200BoasdNeminees

Jonathon Bauer
Julia Ferguson
Marsue Jackson

Committee Chairs

to 'I':hereo%mitt&s eﬁ:ane%erpfrom volunteers.

t he
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Stephen Friesen

Database Manager/Membership Chair

Ann Maxwell

Education Chair
Tom Platt

Field Trip Chair
Don Allen

Fundraising Chair
Bob Kissel

Program Chair
Brittany Swinford

Publicity Chair
Vacant

The board normally meets on the first Monday
of each month at 6:30 p.m. All SAS members
are welcome to attend. Contact the president or
another board member to learn more details and
meeting locations, or e-mail
SAS@sassafrasaudubon.org.

SAS Web Site

www.sassafrasaudubon.org

Webmaster

Susan.Hengeveld (shengeve@indiana.edu
r S pg ( )

Leaflet Staff
Co-editors.............. John Eakin, Jim Mitchell
DeSIgNer.......ccoooiiiiiirce e Jim Mitchell

QIlNG oo Ann Maxwell

Direct address changes and requests for single

Mail your completed application along with your check to: Sassafras Audubon Sfciety, iSsues to: Ann Maxwell, Database Manager;

P.O. Box 85; Bloomington, IN 47402.

We invite readers to submit material for
consideration for publication. Contact the
editors at eakin@indiana.edu and
jimitchell33@ comcast.net.
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Y\ SAS Calendar
)

L= July/August 2010

All SASsponsored outings and programs are free and open to
nonmembers. For announcements about other upcoming events
watch our Web sitehftp://www.sassafrasaudubon.grgnd the
Bloomington Birds enalil list..

Saturday, July 3: Indiana Breeding Bird Survey

Assist in the Indiana Breeding Bird Survey. Teams will be formed
to cover as many of the blocks as necessary. Pre-registration is
necessary; contact Don Whitehead at whitehea@indiana.edu.

Saturday, July 10: Goose Pond Butterfly Count

The third annual Goose Pond Butterfly Count will take place in
Greene and Sullivan counties. To sign up or for more details, see
box at right.

Saturdayday, July 24, 7 a.m.: Lake Monroe Summer
Residents

Meet at the northeast corner of the Kmart parking lot (near
Bloomingfoods) on East Third Street in Bloomington at 7 a.m. We
will carpool to areas around Monroe Reservoir in search of summer
residents. For more information, contact Don Allen at
donandchar2@gmail.com.

Saturday, July 31, 8 a.m.: Goose Pond Fish and
Wildlife Area Work Day
Volunteers are needed. See article on page 1 of this issue of the

Leaflet For more information, contact Jess Gwinn at
jagmo@bluemarble.net.

Sunday, Aug. 8, 8 a.m.: Local Hotspots

Meet at the northeast corner of the Kmart parking lot (near
Bloomingfoods) on East Third Street in Bloomington at 8 a.m. We
will carpool to areas around Monroe County in search of summer
residents. For more information, contact Jim Mitchell at
jimitchell33@comcast.net.

Saturday, Aug. 21, 3 p.m.: Evening Birds of Goose
Pond

We will meet at the northeast corner of the Walmart parking lot on
Bloomfield Road (near the gas station) at 3 p.m. and carpool to the
Goose Pond FWA. We will return after sunset (8:30 p.m.). Our
focus will be on birds returning or leaving around sunset. For more
information, contact Mike Clarke at redeyegravy@gmail.com.

Saturday, Sept. 11, 7:30 a.m.: Early Migrants

Meet at the northeast corner of the Kmart parking lot (near
Bloomingfoods) on East Third Street in Bloomington at 7:30 a.m.
We will carpool to local areas in search of early migrants. For more
information, contact Don Allen at donandchar2@gmail.com. ‘.

(‘ NOTE: No Wednesday evening programs
are scheduled for July or August.

Goose Pond Butterfly Count
Scheduled for July 10

n July 10, SAS will sponsor the third annual Goose Pond

butterfly count . Last ye
despite the Goose Pond team being completely rained out and
the Greene Sullivan State Forest team not able to begin
officially counting until 2:30 p.m. when the sun finally peeked
out. Besides Goose Pond and Beehunter Marsh, the count
circle contains Green Sullivan State Forest, the Dugger Unit of
GSSF, much of Hillenbrand FWA, the Linton Conservation
Club, and part of Minnehaha FWA. This means there are
plenty of good habitats for folks to get out and explore while
looking for our little lepidopterid friends. This count will
provide useful data on how the improving Goose Pond habitat

affects the butterfly diversity and populations.

I

If you are interested in participating, contact
Jess Gwinn at jagmo@bluemarble.net.
2011 Prairie Chicken Outing
AS is planning a March or April 2011 trip to the Jasper
County Prairie-Chicken Sanctuary Nature Preserve near
Newton, Ill., to observe the male Greater Prairie-Ch i c k e n 6 s
breeding display. We will spend two hours (5:30-7:30 a.m.) in
the blind at the sanctuary. Up to 12 people may reserve a place
in the blind. Saturday reservations are already taken, but there
are openings on three Fridays and Sundays: March 25 and 27,
April 1 and 3, and April 8 and 10. We will also look for other
birds in that area. The two options are: leave at 3 a.m.
Bloomington time, drive over, bird, and return in one day or
leave at a more reasonable time the previous day and spend the
night in the area. | will make reservations on Aug. 1, 2010.
Those interested in making the trip should contact Don Allen at
donandchar2@gmail.com with your preferred dates and option.

y
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attendance at our monthly meetings. The board meets on the first
Monday of each month (except July and August) for about two

hours or |l ess. There is also a
where we may voice our positions and possibly vote on certain

mattersviae-mailii n particul ar ones t ha
time.d We combine the July and

retreat (cookout with a bunch of potluck goodies) which will be
held this year on Sunday, July 25, at 6 p.m. at the back shelter
house at the Cutright State Recreation Area on Lake Monroe.

We, the board, would like to extend an invitation to anyone that

might be interested in becoming our treasurer to join us at our

retreat and get to know a little more about us and our organization

and the very important position of SAS treasurer. If you fit that bill,
or know of someone who might,

e glappy

Until then Birding!
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2010 Greene County Big May Day Count Records 174 Species

by Lee Sterrenburg

May 8. We did surprisingly well in adverse conditions. We

tied our high count of 174 species set the previous year in
2009. Jess Gwinn of SAS has been the organizer and compiler of
the Greene County BMDC for the four years we have been running
the event. Congrats to Jess for a good job of organizing and to all
the participants for persisting amid chilly temperatures and high
winds. The total of 28 observers helped considerably.

I he 2010 Greene County Big May Day Count took place on

One of the teams in field began at 2:40 a.m. amid heavy overcast
skies, temperatures in the mid 40s F, and winds already gusting
more than 20 mph. Winds continued gusting into the mid to upper
20s for much of the day. By late afternoon high temperature only
reached 61 F. Windy conditions continued after sunset.

We missed some night birds we likely would have heard on calmer
nights. Great Horned Owl and Chuck-w i [-widdve provided two
notable misses this year. Birding by ear was difficult all day. We
found only 14 species of shorebirds in the northwest winds. Some
unexpected rarities in the Goose Pond FWA wetlands, however,
helped to offset the misses. We logged three write-in species on the
BMDC spreadsheet: five White-faced Ibises, three Glossy Ibises,
and one Fulvous Whistling-Duck. The American Bittern total was
six and Least Bittern two. Seven Black-crowned Night Herons and
two Common Moorhens helped with the species totals. In addition,
this year we dispatched a team to Newberry in the southern part of
the county, where we picked up two Eurasian Collared-Doves and
one Lark Sparrow. Jim and Susan Hengeveld had been finding both

these species while running a USGS Breeding Bird Survey route
that goes through Newberry. By the end of the day we finally
managed to log all the expected woodpeckers, all the vireos, all the
swallows, 31 species of warblers, and 13 species of sparrows.

Several species turned up only one individual, including singletons

for Gadwall, Sharp-s hi nned Hawk, Cowimar 6s
Hawk, Peregrine Falcon, King Rail, Virginia Rail, White-rumped
Sandpiper, Belted Kingfisher, Blue-headed Vireo, American Pipit,
Golden-winged, Cape May, Blackburnian, Bay-Breasted,

Mourning, and Wi lsonbés Warbler

Some numbers of note were 113 Blue-winged Teal, 66 Northern
Bobwhites, 167 Great Blue Herons, 49 Great Egrets, 93 Turkey
Vultures, eight Bald Eagles, five Northern Harriers, seven Black-
necked Stilts, 164 Lesser Yellowlegs, 10 Stilt Sandpipers, 14 Short-
billed Dowitchers, six Back Terns, 21 Red-tailed Hawks, two Black
-billed Cuckoos, 51 White-e y ed, 22 Bel | 6s, 73
Phil adel phia Vireos, four Sedg
22 Blue-winged, 70 Yellow, 11 Prairie, 35 Blackpoll, 9 Hooded,

and 5 Worm-eating Warblers, plus 35 Yellow-breasted Chats.

Grassland Sparrows were difficult to hear in the wind with 19

Hensl owbs Sparrows being way d
Field Sparrows did well with 133 as did Blue Grosbeaks with 25. A

nice potential addition that we missed was one Mississippi Kite
found the next morning on May 9 by Michael Brown.

t his

A big AThankso to alll

we will not be battling high winds. g
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A Milestone for Zimmerman Wetland Bird Habitat

by Ann Maxwell

STORY, Ind-- During the May 16th survey of the Zimmerman
Wetland Bird Habitat in Brown County, the bird species count
surpassed 100.

SAS members may remember that some of our own are involved
in bird counts at the Zimmerman Wetland Bird Habitat. Although
there are often field observations involving species other than
birds (for example, frogs and toads, butterflies, and vegetation),
the primary focus on these monthly surveys is discovering how
many different avian species forage in, migrate through, and nest
on the property. The counts began last September, after property
owner Mike Kelley hosted a dedication party, announcing that the
wetlands he had restored would hereafter be known by the name
of the talented and popular artist.

The idea of regular, periodic counts at the wetland was hatched in
the fertile brains of Dr. Susan Hengeveld, a former Director of
SAS and a Professor at Indiana University, and Jeff Riegel, the

current President of SAS. Dr. Jim Hengeveld and Ann Maxwell
rounded out the fAcore fouro,
month exploring, looking and listening. Mike Kelley has become
a regular participant, as has birdsong recordist Geoff Keller. It
was hoped that spring migration would help the tally pass 100
species, and a great-weather day did exactly that. The group
celebrated with a cookout and evening survey at the ZWBH on
June 4th, serenaded by a boisterous gathering of frogs and toads.
Fireflies were thick near t
the best Christmas display. A ceremonial toast was made to what
was deemed the hundredth bird, an Olive-Sided Flycatcher, and of
course, someone started wondering when & not if d the count
would surpass 200!

w

h e

For more information about the inspired reclamation of the
wetland, here are a couple of sources:
http://www.ourbrowncounty.com/0310s1.htm and
http://www.houseatstonehead.com. }

1
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War bl er Fest: We 61 | Never Li st er
by Jeff Riegel

S assafras Audubon Society, The Nature Conservancy, SORA  And to top it all off, we raised nearly $1,000 for the Brown
Productions, BirdCountry.US, and The Fourwinds Resort and  County Hills office of the Nature Conservancy to help them
Marina sponsored the first annual Hill Country Warbler Fest April continue their work on the Brown County Hills Project, an effort
30 to May 2. It was the first time that a nationally-known birder, to slowly, but surely, fill in some of the gaps in the forested hills
such as Donald Kroodsma, has visited the Bloomington area for a  of south-central Indiana. A presentation by Project Manager Dan
public appearance and he did not disappoint. In addition to his Shaver showed us all how vitally important this project is for the
presentation Saturday evening, Don spent the entire weekend with  birds that call this area home.

us, attending every presentation and outing on the schedule,

including the one in the r aidha®thebids! HBile Wehever VRruredMdre thah dbdlita B Ut
the tip of the iceberg, so to speak, for the weekend. quarter mile from the Fourwinds and never really got into the

woods to any great extent, we still managed to amass a very

respectable 84 species of birds, including five species of vireos

and 15 species of warblers 8 not bad, considering several species

of migrants were not even in the area yet. Possibly more

important, we all learned so much more about birdsong than many

Dr. Kamal 1Islam, the st at eo sOfyse§ hoyghtpossible Brobably thejore thingdhgt hag sjick  c e r
Warbler, came from Ball State to explain his 10 years & and with me more than anything else was what we learned about

counting 8 of research on what has become the poster childfor 1 ndi vidual birdoés preferences

the plight of neotropical migrants that call the Hill Country home. €80 identify that particular bird by its preferences. | feel like | can
sit on the deck at home and not only identify every species | hear,

SAS members Jim and Susan Hengeveld took us through a slide but I also feel that | am gaining just a little more insight into the
presentation of our local warblers to help us identify them by sight life of a bird than ever before. In e-mails, cards, and notes from

and sound, and then they led an outing the following morning so participants since the event, | can safely say it was the highlight

we could put all we learned to use in the field. Other outings were  for many others as well. Plans are already underway for next

led by Geoff Keller, Brad Jackson, and Jeff Riegel. But I guess year 6s Hi ||l Country Warbler Fe:
you could say that all the outings were led by all the leaders, April29-Sunday, May 1, 201 1}a nd we¢
because they all attended every one of them.

Geoff Keller, birdsong recordist with the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology, showed us how anyone could break into the field of
birdsong recording and gave us some tips and tricks to make our
recordings higher quality and more meaningful.

Gulf Clean—up Effort  continued from page 1

First, understand an important point. So far BP is responsible for the immediatebill of this mess, including its impact on wildlife, habitats,
and ecosystems. What their financial obligation is to future ecological restoration of the region, | am unsure. Because of their immediate
financial obligation, it's difficult to know whether and how our donations can directly benefit relief efforts. We could donate our money to
one of several "response leaders" such as the International Bird Rescue & Research Center (IBBRC), Tri-Bird Rescue & Research or U.S.
Fish and Wildlife (see links below), but our money would not be directly used to fund the bird rescue operations in the gulf since BP is
responsible for the paying the IBRRC and others in their present efforts. My sense is that other organizations such as National Audubon and
the National Wildlife Federation (see links below), as well as local organizations are coordinating with these response leaders, by way of
marshaling volunteers and the promise of long-term monitoring projects. The respective Web sites of National Audubon and National
Wildlife Federation suggest that our donations would directly benefit the gulf relief effort (both short term and long term) without saying
explicitly how. In these cases (as with all donations I suppose) there's a level at which we have to simply trust the organization with the
direction and flow of our money.

As a consequence it's not clear to me that donating money to local organizations in the region (such as local Audubon chapters) is an
effective strategy, since their primary role will be channeling volunteers to response leaders organizations, and, again, the response leaders
are paid by BP & for now. As an immediate strategy we can either volunteer ourselves as individuals (the most direct means of support),
support the ongoing operations of the response leaders (even though our money will not directly support gulf relief), or support
organizations we think can effectively channel volunteers and hope to monitor the long-term impact of the spill while advocating for
ecological restorations in the area. As a long-term strategy we could wait and see what financial needs arise after BP is relieved of its
financial obligation to the clean-up effort & which will inevitably occur. These needs will likely involve less cleaning of oiled birds than
present, and probably more in terms of long-term ecological restoration.

Web sites to check out:

International Bird Rescue & Research & http://www.ibrrc.org

Tri-State Bird Rescue & Research 8 http://www.tristatebird.org/response

National Audubon & https://loon.audubon.org/payment/donate/OILSPILL10.html

National Wildlife Federation 6 https://online.nwf.org/site/Donation2?df_id=16706&16706.donation=form1

(Cathy Meyer notes other groups working on the problem include American Bird Conservancy and Center for Biological Diversity.) }
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New Home for Chimney Swifts Dedicated

By Bob Dodd

he Fairview School Chimney Swifts now have a new
home. The recently completed tower was officially

dedicated on May 7 with local dignitaries and Fairview
School students and teachers participating. Several swifts circled
above as if to say AThank

Bloomington City Councilman and major architect in the swift
tower project, Chris Sturbaum, acted as emcee for the dedication.
Fairview Principal Karen Adams thanked those responsible for
bringing this exciting new teaching tool to the school.
Bloomington Mayor Mark Kruzan congratulated those who gave
their time, energy, and money to make this event possible. School
Board trustee Lois Sabo-Skelton pointed out that this project was
completed with the blessing but no financial support from the
money-strapped school corporation. SAS president Jeff Riegel
noted that this was a fine example of conservation in which a
problem occurred, a solution was formulated, and many people
worked together implemented that solution.

Students in Jeremy Brownos
interest in the tower and have been studying Chimney Swifts this
year. Several of his students read short statements about the life
history of swifts. After the short statements, third graders from
Karen Streibds class cut a

tower base. We are not aware of any lost fingers from the multiple

scissor cutting!

The tower was actually completed some months ago. But two

plagques have just been installed on its base. One plaque titled

AWhy a Chi mney Swift Tower ?0 d
swifts and why this tower is important. Among other illustrations

y oitingludes $5 drawings bycFeirvievistadentg shdwibgswiftsinl a c e .

various activities. Also on the plague are names of donors who
contributed $100 or more.

The second plaque is titled AT
previous buildings that have occupied the block where the new

school is being constructed and recounts some of the history of

the area. I't includes a dr awi
and names of in-kind contributors to construction of the tower.

n

Another new addition to the tower is a carbon steel stylized
depiction of a Chimney Swi ft.
was the designer and fabricator of this imaginative sculpture. See
AfName That Birdaeaflen t his issue

The old Fairview School and its brick chimney, home to swifts for

U fachds duill Bedtrbyd tifis suhPeP. ThE dld¥Himndy fa € N 2

capped early this spring before the swifts returned from their
winter home in South America. The Bloomington Fire
Department provided a hook-and-ladder truck to allow a carpenter

Y8 ihstalPa Yreeh dv&t ehimnd foRt BaiPvR W studertsPaden d € h

reported seeing swifts entering the new tower, and we hope to see
large flocks using it during migration this fall. 4,

Consider This:
by Bob Dodd

hances are you are reading these words on a computer

screen. Without much fanfare the editors announced in the
last issue that starting with this issue the Leafletwould be
published in electronic form only. Readers have the option of
contacting the editors and asking for a printed copy but few
people have done so at this point. There are several good reasons
why changing to an electronic format makes good sense for SAS.
It saves the cost of printing and mailing several hundred copies
six times each year. Those expenses are the largest in the SAS
budget. That will free over $3,600 each year for other causes. It is
the figreend thing to do in
of printing and distributing those copies. It will allow color
photographs and other graphics. It will save volunteer time used
in preparation and distribution of paper copies.

But there is a down side too. Reading the Leafletin electronic
form takes initiative on the part of the reader. You have to either
open the attachment on an e-mail or go to the SAS Web site and
click appropriate links to get to the Leaflet That certainly does
not take a lot of effort, but it is not the same as pulling the paper

Is Anyone Reading This?

edition out of the mailbox. It is very easy to hit delete when you
are busily going through a couple of dozen e-mails in your in box.
Of course you may also toss your paper Leafletinto the trash can
without reading it, but I have the hunch (based on my own
experience) that you would take at least a couple of minutes to
glance through it before putting it in your paper recycling bin.

Although a few organizations have gone to electronic-only
format, most of the local organizations | belong to still use paper
for their newsletters, for example Sycamore Land Trust, the
U ffanT'Ghapt&r bf Natufe Ydndarfancy HefvBriroe Gbihi
History Museum, Habitat for Humanity, Wonderlab, and
Bloomington Restorations Inc. to name a few. You can view this
as SAS being a pioneer, or are we going out on a limb that may

€ N g

break off on us? Letds hope |t h
that we (and the environment) reap the benefits of going into the
new age. Why dondét you | anil t|he

if you are reading the Leafletin its new format? If they receive
lots of responses they will know that the experiment is working.




Why | Bird

by Mike Clarke

n early June, as | headed down Deckard Ridge Road in the

dark toward the starting point of my Breeding Bird Survey
route, | saw glowing eyes in the road ahead and immediately
knew what it was. Almost every year that | have surveyed this

rout e, |l 6ve enco
belong to a Whip-poor-wi | |

t hat 6s

unt ered
been

its territory for who knows how long. Whip-poor-wills are

exciting to see,

partly

partly because this nightjar is almost only ever seen in the

middle of the night by flashlight (or car

headlights in this

case). So, even though this moment happens every year for

me, it is thrilling every time.

Birding is full of thrills, or so it seems. There is the thrill of
identifying your first warbler (mine was a Yellow-rumped
Warbler) and the thrill of realizing that it probably just arrived

from hundreds of
miles away, and has
hundreds of miles
more to go. There is
also the thrill of
pointing out a bird
to others, or better
yet, helping
someone else
identify a bird they
canodt
song. Of course
there is also the
thrill of seeing

something unexpected or rare like a Fork-tailed Flycatcher in
Indiana or a Whooping Crane anywhere!

Not every birdin
exciting getting up at 5 a.m. to head off
Count when itos

g moment
to a Christmas Bird
20

even less thrilling to walk out of a grassy field and realize that
there are more ticks crawling on your legs than the number of
Grasshopper Sparrows that you found there on your Breeding
Bird Survey search. We do it though because we want to give
something back to the birds, but also because we like being
part of a collective effort to help keep the natural world around
us intact. At least this is what | tell myself to get out of bed
before crack of dawn or to start the car up and head out to the

field when thunderstorms are imminent.

Birding is the interface where the intellectual, aesthetic and
emotional intersect & where natural science and natural

beauty come toge

t her . So

science, and | get up at 4:30 a.m. and head to the starting point
of the Belmont BBS in Brown County so that | can participate
in a search for knowledge that is much bigger than myself.
What really makes it all worthwhile though is the thrill and
mystery of seeing that Whip-poor-will sitting in the road, its
eyes glowing and knowing that so few people will have such a

moment with such a wild creature. J,

degrees

t h o

bec

even
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Monroe County 2010 Bird-a-thon
Tallies 138 Species

by Cathy Meyer

he 2010 Monroe County Bird-a-thon was held Saturday,
May 1, the earliest possible date. It was too early for many of
the expected migrants and the day started with raging

teams participating, but the competition was fierce. The Mudhens

found 120 species, narrowly beating the Wandering Tabulators
(Bob Dodd, Jim Mitchell, Don Whitehead, and Don Allen) by one
point. The Mudhens team is enshrined on the Don Whitehead
Excellence in Birding plaque displayed at the Monroe County Parks
and Recreation office. Teams compared notes at the annual tally
potluck hosted by the Dodds. Participants received a T-shirt with
the International Migratory Bird Day theme design.

A total of 138 species was located. There were few waterfowl
present that day. Other birds in wetland areas were notable,
especially Little Blue Heron at the Blucher Poole treatment lagoon
and Cattle Egret along Bottom Road. There were no terns and a
single Herring, along with few Ring-billed Gulls. There were also
Soras, Virginia Rails, and a few shorebirds, including both
yellowlegs, Solitary and Spotted Sandpiper, Semi-palmated Plover,
Killdeer, Pectoral and Least Sandpipers, Common Snipe and
American Woodcock.

gagtoe(s mBly u uaI hawks and Bald Eagles, but only a
single owl species, arred Owl. Turkey Vultures and Black
Vultures were found, marking several years when Black Vultures
have become expected. Kestrels are always hard to find during the
Bird-a-thon but one was found. No Bobwhites were heard this year
and both cuckoos were absent. A Common Nighthawk was seen
early in the morning feeding at Friendship Road and another later in

thergfterpopny. vesygne fourddMiig-ppor-willsang e ngwo ¢t

expected Chuck-w i |-widdveat Friendship Road.

and there is .a drivi s now
Iﬂycatchers were scarce, but included the usual Ighgebes and

Kingbirds and Great Cresteds, but few Acadians and Pewees. The
four breeding vireos were found, and all six swallows. One team
found a late Golden-crowned Kinglet and a Red-breasted Nuthatch.
Migrant thrushes were missing. Cedar Waxwings were found at
several locations.

A variety of warblers was found, with the breeders in place, but few
migrants. Both tanagers and both orioles and the Rose-breasted
Grosbeak enlivened the day. Interesting sparrows included
lingering White-crowned and White-throated. Some found
Grasshopper, Hensl owd s,

s t@undgrstogmganchwdnd, But tigned ingp g rice dayooveialy 2010 h a t
c anarks the28th yeapthistevens hgseen hgda Trhere wegefonly two

a (i Browp, pess Gvginn, do Harggshejmer ang Cathy Meyer) | o o k i

ha
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Vesper

he IuE %rogbea#slpgg Eeturr?ed toDUerraNootdaél Rogd thtth? i bu

obolinks were misse

The Monroe County Bird-a-thon takes place the first Saturday in
May each year and teams of three to six are welcome to participate.
Each team collects pledges to support an environmental cause, such
as SAS. ltdéds not too | ate
complete listing of results or Bird-a-thon information, contact
Cathy Meyer at cmeyer(@c0.monroe.in.us . ),

t o
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Survey of Secretive Marsh Birds Conducted at Goose Pond FWA

by Ross Brittain

he National Audubon Society and Indiana Department of

Natural Resources have teamed up with Sassafras Audubon
Society members to conduct surveys of secretive marsh birds at
Goose Pond Fish and Wildlife Area. Many species of marsh birds,
such as rails and bitterns, are difficult to detect using standard bird
survey protocols and are considered to be fairly rare. Some
ornithologists think King Rails and Black Rails, for example, are
so rare that they warrant protection under the Endangered Species
Act . However, there are no good estimates of the population size
for these secretive birds due to the difficulties in detecting them,
making it is impossible to list them under ESA. To remedy this
lack of basic population information, Courtney Conway and other
researchers developed a standardized protocol for surveying
secretive marsh birds that uses one minute of silence and one
minute of audio playback for each target species in the area.

This year SAS volunteers and staff from NAS and DNR have
teamed up to use the Conway protocol to survey for Black Rail,
King Rail, Sora, Least Bittern and American Bittern populations
at 31 sites on the Goose Pond and Beehunter Marsh properties.
The Conway protocol includes visiting each site three times from
mid-April through May, playing the calls of the target species, and
noting the location of any detected target species. The visits can

either start 30 minutes before sunrise or two hours before sunset.
Visits are to be made to as many points as possible within a two-
and-a-half-hours period. Data gained from this project will help
DNR and NAS determine optimal habitat at Goose Pond FWA for
target marsh bird species and monitor population trends in future
years. This information will then inform the Goose Pond Bird
Conservation Plan being developed by NAS in conjunction with
DNR, SAS and other Goose Pond stakeholders (i.e., The Nature
Conservancy, Ducks Unlimited, Indiana Wildlife Federation and
Friends of Goose Pond).

SAS volunteers participating in the Goose Pond Secretive Marsh
Bird Survey include Don Allen, Mike Clarke, Jerry Downs and
Lee Sterrenburg. Participating NAS staff includes Ross Brittain
and Breck Robinson (Goose Pond Land Steward). Participating
DNR staff includes Matt Bredeweg, Brad Feaster and Dennis
Workman. If you are interested in helping conduct secretive
marsh bird surveys next year, please contact the Indiana Director
of Bird Conservation, Ross Brittain, at rbrittain@audubon.org or
317-278-8290. (Editors' Note Proceeds from the sales of the
Birding Guide paid for audio equipment used to conduct the
surveys of Secretive Marsh Birds at Goose Pond.) g
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http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/3094.htm
mailto:rbrittain@audubon.org

