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New SAS President, David Rupp, 
Defines Initiatives and Goals 
by David Rupp 

G 
reetings to Audubon birders and 

conservationists! I'm writing this 

first letter as president, looking out 

the window at another gorgeous fall day 

here in southern Indiana, wishing I could 

take the binoculars outside and see what 

migrants are passing through the yard. But 

that will have to wait just a bit. I now have 

one board meeting under my belt, and I 

want to use this space to introduce myself 

and some of the new SAS board of 

directors’ initiatives. 

I have been a nature-lover all of my life 

and a birder for the last 14 years. My 

‘come-to-birds’ moment was seeing a 

Scarlet Tanager drinking along a riverbank 

as I canoed past, realizing that there was a 

whole world of natural beauty that I knew 

little about. I've progressed from being 

baffled by winter goldfinches to knowing 

the warblers by song, and still the Scarlet 

Tanager remains my favorite bird. I owe 

much of my improvement to numerous 

expert birders that I've been fortunate to 

bird with over the years. The community 

and knowledge that I've found in Audubon 

chapters in Indianapolis, western North 

Carolina, the Palouse of eastern 

Washington, and now here with Sassafras 

have led me to volunteer to serve as 

president of SAS. 

My wife Beth and I and our two daughters 

have lived in Bloomington for five and one

-half years now. I have finished a graduate 

degree in environmental science, held a 

couple of contract jobs, and been a stay-at-

home dad during this time, taking 

advantage of opportunities to visit Goose 

Pond, Muscatatuck (continued on page 4) 

P lease join us for the 36th 

consecutive Lake Monroe 

Christmas Bird Count on Saturday, 

Dec. 17. Sponsored by Sassafras 

Audubon Society, this is not only a 

fun birding event but also a 

monumental annual effort that 

contributes to a valuable long-term 

database. 

On the day of the count, teams of 

birders spend the day (and, if you 

choose, part of the very early 

morning) working in a specified 

area of our designated count circle 

attempting to identify and count all 

of the birds seen and heard. CBC 

count circles are standardized and 

each has a diameter of 15 miles. Our 

count circle is centered south of 

Lake Monroe near the intersection 

of State Road 446 and Tower Ridge 

Road, which runs through the 

Charles C. Deam Wilderness Area. 

The circle includes all of Lake 

Monroe, important wetland areas at 

the east end of the lake, portions of 

Hoosier National Forest, and 

extensive fields southwest of Lake 

Monroe. The circle, therefore, has 

an abundance of habitat diversity, 

affording great potential for 

recording a large number of species 

as well as large numbers of 

individuals of each species. We 

normally divide the circle into at 

least a dozen areas. A team of 

birders is assigned to each area, and 

includes a leader who is familiar 

with the area and the birds to be 

expected in that area.. 

36th Lake Monroe 
Christmas Bird 
Count to Be on 
Saturday, Dec 17  

by Jim and Susan Hengeveld 

? 
CAN YOU NAME 

THAT BIRD 

This bird is a joy to watch as he hops 

around on any available perch. He is 

not shy around people and often builds 

a nest in unusual places (old boots, 

flower pots, discarded wreaths). He is  

a year round resident in our area and 

one of the few birds that sings his 

perky song all year. Find the answer  

on page 3.   

Photo by Robert Barber (continued on page 5) 
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Give a Holiday Gift of SAS Membership 
Why not share the advantage of Friends of SAS  membership 

with family and friends? Membership in SAS allows them to 

join a group of like-minded people concerned with wildlife 

and the environment. They will have the satisfaction of 

knowing that their dues money helps to support our local conservation efforts. They 

may also receive our bimonthly newsletter, Leaflet, and a 10 percent discount on 

selected items at Bloomington Hardware. 

Application for Gift Membership 
(1) Gift to: 

Name:     _____________________________________________________ 

Address:     ___________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:     _______________________________________________ 

(2) Gift to: 

Name:     _____________________________________________________ 

Address:     ___________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:     _______________________________________________ 

 

Each gift membership is $20.  Mail your completed application along with your check (made 
payable to Sassafras Audubon Society) to: Sassafras Audubon Society,  P.O. Box 85, 
Bloomington, IN 47402. Thank you for supporting Sassafras Audubon Society!. 

For additional gift memberships, attach as sheet of paper 

with the name and address of each person. 

Gift From: 

Name:     ______________________________________________________ 

Address:     ____________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:     ________________________________________________ 

Sassafras Audubon Society 

Board of Directors 

President 
David Rupp (david_rupp@hotmail.com) 

Vice President 
Natalia Schau (nschau@alumni.in.edu) 

Treasurer 
Marsue McCalla Jackson 

(marsuemccalla@yahoo.com) 

Secretary 
Tom Platt (tgplatt@indiana.edu) 

Gary Langell (glangell@dnr.in.gov) 

Jen Richardson (richarja@gmail.com) 

Stephen Friesen

(stephen_and_amber@hotmail.com) 

Jonathan Bauer (jonathantbauer@gmail.com) 

Julia Ferguson (fluvialjulia@gmail.com) 

Don Allen (donandchar2@gmail.com) 

Committee Chairs 

The committees welcome help from volunteers. 

Conservation Chair 
Stephen Friesen 

Database Manager/Membership Chair 
Julia Ferguson 

Education Chair 
Tom Platt 

Field Trip Chair 
Don Allen 

Program Chair 
Jen Richardson 

Electronic Communications Chair 

Jonathan Bauer 

The board normally meets on the first Monday 

of each month at 6:30 p.m. All SAS members 

are welcome to attend. Contact the president or 

another board member to learn more details and 

meeting locations, or e-mail 

SAS@sassafrasaudubon.org. 

SAS Web Site 

www.sassafrasaudubon.org 

Webmaster 
Susan Hengeveld (shengeve@indiana.edu) 

Leaflet Staff 

Editor .........................................  Melanie Hunt 

Designer  ...................................... Jim Mitchell 

Mailing  ..................................... Julia Ferguson 

Direct changes and requests for single issues to: 

Julia Ferguson, Database Manager;  

P.O. Box 85; Bloomington, IN  47402. 

We invite readers to submit material for 

consideration for publication. Contact the editor 

at chameleonediting@gmail.com.  

The SAS Leaflet is printed by Fine Print on tree

-free paper.  The Leaflet is published six times a 

year by the Sassafras Audubon Society on 

approximately the first of January, March, May, 

July, September and November. 

 Editors’ Note: A Birdwatcher’s Christmas List 

SAS membership (see below) 

Geoff Keller CD: Birdsongs of the Brown 

County Hill Country 

BirdJam iPod and/or other electronic 

goodies 

Birding vest and/or other apparel 

Books about birds and (See titles 

reviewed by Bob Dodd in previous 

issues.) 

Friends of Goose Pond calendars and caps 

SAS’s Birding Guide to South Central 

Indiana   

One or more field guides 

Charitable contributions to SAS, 

Sycamore Land Trust, and/or The Nature 

Conservancy 

A Year’s subscription to Birds of North 

America Online at Cornell University 

Adopt a Northern Saw-whet Owl (see 

page 8) 

Optics accessories such as cleaning 

brushes, anti-fog wipes, and binocular 

harnesses 

A birding field trip to an exotic area  

mailto:david_rupp@hotmail.com
mailto:nschau@alumni.in.edu
mailto:marsuemccalla@yahoo.com
mailto:tgplatt@indiana.edu
mailto:glangell@dnr.in.gov
mailto:richarja@gmail.com
mailto:stephen_and_amber@hotmail.com
mailto:jonathantbauer@gmail.com
mailto:fluvialjulia@gmail.com
mailto:donandchar2@gmail.com
mailto:SAS@sassafrasaudubon.org
http://www.sassafrasaudubon.org
mailto:shengeve@indiana.edu
http://www.birdjam.com/
http://www.sassafrasaudubon.org/leaflet.html
http://www.sassafrasaudubon.org/leaflet.html
http://friendsofgoosepond.org/
http://www.bloomington.in.us/~sycamore/
http://nature.org/
http://nature.org/
http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna
http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna
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SAS Calendar 

November/December 2011 

All SAS-sponsored outings and programs are free and open to    

nonmembers. For announcements about other upcoming events 

watch our Web site (http://www.sassafrasaudubon.org) and the 

Bloomington Birds e-mail list..  

Saturday, December 31: McCormick’s Creek 

State Park CBC and Potluck Dinner 

See the article at the top of this page . For detailed information 

and to sign-up, contact Jeff Belth at 825-8353 or at 

jeffreybelth@aol.com. 

Sunday, January 1, 2012, 7:30 a.m.: Muscatatuck 

National Wildlife Refuge CBC 

Meet at the refuge’s Visitor’s Center at 7:30 a.m. For more 

information contact Donna Stanley at the refuge office at (812) 

522-4352 or at donna_stanley@fws.gov. 

25th Annual McCormick’s Creek 
Christmas Bird Count 

by Sandy and Jeff Belth 

A ll eyes are needed! Come join us on Saturday, Dec. 31 for 

the 25th Annual McCormick’s Creek State Park 

Christmas Bird Count. The count area includes McCormick’s 

Creek, the Restle unit of the Muscatatuck National Wildlife 

Refuge, Green’s Bluff Nature Preserve, a section of the White 

River, and Flatwoods Park. Last year we had 13 people in the 

field and we recorded 67 species. Our record of 75 species was 

tallied first in 2003 and again in 2007. Let’s try to break the 

record this year! If you can help out for all or part of the day, 

please call us at (812)825-8353 or email Jeff at 

jeffreybelth@aol.com to be placed on a team. As always, the 

day will be topped off by the traditional potluck dinner and 

tally at our house. We really look forward to another great 

Christmas Bird Count! 

Volunteers Still Needed for 
NSWO Banding  

I f you would like to volunteer to help band Northern Saw-

whet Owls, please contact the coordinator, Ross Brittain, 

via e-mail at rabritta@indiana.edu. Banding runs as many 

nights as possible from mid October until around the first of 

December, as long as the weather is not raining or too windy. 

We open the station shortly after sunset and keep it open for at 

least three hours, longer if the bander wants to stay. 

Answer to Name That Bird: 
Carolina Wren 

  NOTE: No Wednesday evening 

programs are scheduled for 

November and December. 

Saturday-Sunday, November 5-6: Northwest Indiana 

Join Don Whitehead for a one-day trip to Willough Slough and 

Jasper-Pulaski Fish and Wildlife Areas, with a possible option to 

bird the lake front on Sunday. We will leave very early on Saturday 

morning and carpool to WS and then JP with an intermediate stop 

at Kankakee Sands. For information and reservations, contact Don 

Whitehead at (812) 339-1782 or whitehea@indiana.edu.  

Saturday, November 12, 7:30 a.m.: Hawthorn Mine 

Meet at the northeast corner of the Super Walmart parking lot on 

Bloomfield Road near State Road 37, near the gas station. We will 

leave at 7:30 a.m. and return in the early afternoon. We will carpool 

to the Hawthorn Mine west of Linton. Since the mine is active, we 

will only visit areas that are accessible. For information, contact 

Don Allen at donandchar2@gmail.com. 

Saturday, December 10, 8 a.m.: Lake Monroe 

Christmas Bird Count Warm-up 

Jim and Susan Hengeveld will lead this practice count for the 

upcoming annual Lake Monroe Christmas Bird Count. Join us and 

hone your winter bird skills. We will meet on the northeast corner 

of the Kmart parking lot on East Third Street in Bloomington at 8 

a.m. and return around noon. For information, contact Jim or Susan 

at jhengeve@indiana.edu or shengeve@indiana.edu. 

Sunday, December 11, 8 a.m.: CBC Warm-up at 

Brown County State Park 

Meet at the Nature Center in the park at 8 a.m. We will break for 

lunch at noon in the Abe Martin Lodge, on our own tabs, and then 

return to the Nature Center at 3 p.m. for the tally. For information, 

contact Jim Eagleman at (812) 988-5240 or jeagleman@dnr.IN.gov. 

Wednesday, December 14: Goose Pond Christmas 

Bird Count 

See the article in this Leaflet on page 4. For detailed information 

and to sign up, contact Lee Sterrenburg at sterren@indiana.edu. 

Saturday, December 17: Lake Monroe CBC 

See the article in this Leaflet on page 1. For detailed information 

and to sign up, contact Jim or Susan Hengeveld at 

jhengeve@indiana.eduor shengeve@indiana.edu. 

Sunday, December 18: Spring Mill State Park CBC 

For information contact John Castrale at jcastrale@dnr.in.gov. 

Tuesday, December 20: Patoka Lake CBC 

For information contact John Castrale at jcastrale@dnr.in.gov. 

http://www.sassfrasaudubon.org
mailto:jeffreybelth@aol.com
mailto:donna_stanley@fws.gov
mailto:jeffreybelth@aol.com
mailto:rabritta@indiana.edu
mailto:whitehea@indiana.edu
mailto:donandchar2@gmail.com
mailto:jhengeve@indiana.edu
mailto:shengeve@indiana.edu
mailto:jeagleman@dnr.IN.gov
mailto:sterren@indiana.edu
mailto:jhengeve@indiana.edu
mailto:shengeve@indiana.edu
mailto:jcastrale@dnr.in.gov
mailto:jcastrale@dnr.in.gov
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T he sixth annual Goose Pond Christmas Bird Count will take 

place this year on Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2011. The Goose 

Pond CBC circle features highly varied habitat. It offers 

possibilities for birding from roads, off-road exploring, and 

walking in woods, grasslands, and wetlands that might appeal to 

almost any participant. The circle includes all of the 8,000-acre 

Goose Pond Fish and Wildlife Area with its bluestem prairie 

grasslands, extensive shallow-water wetlands, and riparian 

corridors; all the forested parts of Greene–Sullivan State Forest; 

almost all of Hawthorn Mine on both the Sullivan and Greene 

County sides (or what is left of it); the Linton Conservation Club; 

1000 Island Woods; the urban and suburban habitats of the city of 

Linton; and extensive agricultural fields in the southern and 

eastern parts of the circle. The varied landscape plus exceptional 

efforts by participants have helped to produce the high counts 

attained so far. Last year on the Goose Pond CBC we recorded 

103 species.  

We need help this year to cover the dynamic, changing habitat. 

New participants are most definitely welcome. We continue to 

find some very exciting birds on the count. The count circle is 

sparrow and raptor paradise. 

Regular CBC rarities have 

included American Bittern 

among lurking wetland birds. 

What discoveries will show 

up this year? Sassafras 

Audubon Society sponsors 

the count. We will once 

again divide into several 

teams. Teams have different 

starting times and locales. 

We meet at lunchtime at 

McDonald’s in Linton on 

State Road 54 at 12:30 p.m. 

to see how we are doing so far. We do not hold a compilation 

dinner in the evening after the count due to commuting distances 

for some participants. We hope to see you at this year’s Goose 

Pond CBC. To be placed on a team or to ask questions please 

contact count compiler Lee Sterrenburg via e-mail at 

sterren@indiana.edu. 

Participate in the Goose Pond CBC on Saturday, Dec. 14 
 by Lee Sterrenburg 

National Wildlife Refuge, Hoosier National Forest, and many of 

the numerous state parks and forests in our area when I can 

manage the time. I love the challenge of locating and identifying 

bird species, the connection between species and habitat, and the 

beauty of bird song. I also have a deep concern for the 

conservation of the wild places the birds inhabit and the education 

of the current and future generations of caretakers of these places. 

I am very enthusiastic about the makeup of the SAS board of 

directors this year. We have an influx of fresh ideas to partner 

with the wisdom of experience. We all believe that SAS has great 

potential to expand in scope and influence. A quick survey of 

attendees at our annual meeting in September found that birding 

outings and monthly programs are currently among the most-

valued offerings of SAS. Many other efforts were mentioned as 

well, including local conservation initiatives, education, grants, 

support for Goose Pond, and the bird counts that SAS sponsors. 

We want to continue to support these programs by better 

publicizing them and welcoming newcomers to these efforts. 

I have two early goals for SAS. First, I want to increase the 

involvement of our members outside of Monroe County. While 

we do plan field trips throughout our seven-county region 

(Bartholomew, Brown, Greene, Lawrence, Monroe, southern 

Morgan, and Owen), our community support and educational 

programs have been focused in Monroe County. SAS members 

should not have to drive to Bloomington to become actively 

involved. One idea I have is to establish county representatives for 

advocacy, outings, and programs. If you are interested in 

exploring such a role, please contact me at 

david_rupp@hotmail.com. 

My other goal is to form partnerships 

for conservation initiatives. An 

abundance of environmental and 

outdoor interest organizations are 

active in southern Indiana, all working 

to realize their own goals. There will 

be times when a common cause will 

come to the forefront in our 

community. If we have a working 

relationship established ahead of time, 

we will be prepared to form a united 

coalition and give voice in favor of the 

conservation of our natural resources. I will keep you posted on 

the progress of this initiative. 

Thank you for the opportunity to lead this important organization. 

I appreciate any thoughts you might have on the direction of SAS. 

Please let us know how you would like to be involved and keep 

checking our Web site (http://sassafrasaudubon.org) for updates 

and events. In the meantime, grab your binoculars, head outside, 

and enjoy the beauty of fall in southern Indiana!  

(continued from page 1) Initiatives and Goals 

mailto:sterren@indiana.edu
mailto:david_rupp@hotmail.com
http://sassafrasaudubon.org/
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The data that we gather on each count are entered into our own 

database as well as into National Audubon Society’s master 

database, which includes all of the thousands of counts held in this 

country, Canada, and elsewhere in the world. Since some of the 

counts date back to the early 1900s, there is great potential for 

monitoring trends in wintering populations of birds on a local, a 

national, and in some cases a hemispheric level. 

Because of its location within the state and its corresponding habitat 

diversity, the Lake Monroe CBC is one of the most interesting. The 

total number of species recorded is almost always one of the highest 

three or four counts in Indiana. Before the inception of the Goose 

Pond CBC in 2006, the Lake Monroe CBC often had the highest 

recorded number of species, and was the only Indiana CBC that had 

recorded 100 species. The Lake Monroe CBC has recorded at least 

100 species eight separate times over the past 20 years and the 

cumulative total of recorded species in the count circle now tops 

155, including many rarities. 

The count is always great fun involving camaraderie and a chance to 

renew old friendships or make new friends. The success of the count 

is dependent on the number of eyes and ears in the field on that day. 

The more people and teams, the better the coverage of our area and 

the greater the number of species and individuals tallied. So, your 

participation is important! Please call or e-mail us for information 

and to be assigned to a team. This is a wonderful event for novices 

as well as skilled birders. 

EVERYONE can help spot birds; 

those with more experience will be 

more adept at identifying the birds 

that are spotted and team members 

who aren’t as experienced can learn 

identification skills from others on 

the team. Many people start working 

in the pre-dawn hours to record 

owls; others start at first light and 

bird all day; still others participate 

for only a portion of the day. 

To sign up for the count, call (812) 

988-1671 or e-mail us at 

jhengeve@Indiana.edu or shengeve@indiana.edu. We will provide 

information on the different teams and areas as well as the starting 

times and places for each team. 

The day will end with our traditional potluck dinner at the 

headquarters of the Sycamore Land Trust (ask your team leader or 

see the SAS Web site www.sassafrasaudubon.org for details about 

the time and place of the dinner). The food is always wonderful and 

the meal is followed by the tally, which is always an entertaining 

event as teams share the rarities that they have seen and the fun 

times that they have experienced throughout the day.  

36th Lake Monroe Christmas Bird Count 

T he excitement of finding a truly rare bird is what makes the 

tally at the end of a count the moment birders wait for with 

great anticipation. Will there be a great bird this year? What will it 

be? And what team found it? I would like to tally for you some of 

the unusual finds during the first 34 years of the Lake Monroe 

Christmas Bird Count. 

In Part I of this series, I discussed the origins of the Lake Monroe 

Christmas Bird Count, the initial count in 1976, and generalities for 

the years from 1976 until I retired as compiler after the 34th count. 

Since its inception in 1976, the number of bird species tallied at the 

Lake Monroe Christmas Bird Count has varied considerably, from a 

low of 62 in 1979 to a high of 109 in 1997. With 109 species in 

1997, the Lake Monroe CBC still holds the record for the highest 

species count ever recorded on an Indiana CBC. The data set 

suggests that we will always record at least 60 species, as there are 

32 species that have been recorded every year and an additional 28 

that are rarely missed. The fact that we invariably record more than 

60 and often a great many more (on eight occasions we have 

recorded over 100), indicates that many species are not dependable, 

some are unusual, and some are quite rare. 

We have recorded two rare species within three days of the count, 

but not on the day of the count itself. The first was a Red Crossbill, 

heard in 1986, and the second was an Orange-crowned Warbler seen 

at the end of Friendship Road in 1993. 

In 1976 that first count turned up two very unusual species – a 

Marsh Wren and a Tundra Swan. In fact, that Marsh Wren is the 

only one ever recorded on the Lake Monroe CBC! The Tundra 

Swan has been recorded three times: in 1976 and 1991(single birds), 

and in 2009 (a flock of eight). These are the kinds of rarities that all 

birders dream of finding. 

Here are the species that we have recorded only one time: Cackling 

Goose (three seen by two different groups in 2005), Greater 

Yellowlegs (two tallied in 1998), Least Sandpiper (two in 1998), 

Baird’s Sandpiper (in 2005), Black-headed Gull (one near Fairfax in 

2009), Lesser Black-backed Gull (sitting on the ice off of Cutright in 

2009, and questioned by some because Marc Allaire and I found it 

after consuming peppermint schnapps at The View), Glaucous Gull 

(in 1999 – this bird had been around a few days before the count and 

was photographed), Great Black-backed Gull (immature near the 

Cutright launch ramp in 2007), Black-legged Kittiwake (with 

Bonaparte’s Gulls near Paynetown in 1992), a hummingbird 

(species unknown, at Moore’s Creek in 1997), the already noted 

Marsh Wren in 1976, Wood Thrush (in 2008 - 

The First 34 Years of the Lake Monroe CBC, Part Two — The Rare Finds 

(continued from page 1) 

(continued on page 6) 

mailto:jhengeve@Indiana.edu
mailto:shengeve@indiana.edu
http://www.sassafrasaudubon.org
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(continued from page 5) 

and a Swainson’s Thrush in 2010), Vesper Sparrow (in 2000), 

Harris’s Sparrow (in a hedgerow in 1994 – and another at the 

Paynetown bait pile in 2010), and a Dickcissel (in 1987). 

All of these birds are wonderful and exciting finds for our CBC. It is 

difficult to pick only one most exciting find, as this is often a 

personal preference. My favorite is the Black-headed Gull identified 

at a considerable distance by Russ Titus. This bird hung around for 

two days and I and several other people saw it as well. 

Species that have been recorded twice include, Eared Grebe (1991, 

2001), Snow Goose (1989, 1996), Black Scoter (1998, 2001, and a 

‘count week’ bird), Long-tailed Duck (1991, 1995, and count week), 

Peregrine Falcon (1985, 1992), Semipalmated Plover (1992, 1998), 

Dunlin (1980, 2005), Northern Shrike (1998, at North Fork in 2007), 

Palm Warbler (2007, 2009), Pine Warbler (1997, 2001), Common 

Yellowthroat (1979, 1998), and Indigo Bunting (four in 1991 and 

one in 2008). All of these are exceptional finds for an Indiana CBC. 

Lee Sterrenburg and the Hengevelds found the first Northern Shrike 

during their lunch break – it’s a good thing they chose to eat when 

and where they did! 

The next assemblage is of species that have been recorded three 

times: Pacific Loon (two in 1997, one each in 2000, 2001), Mute 

Swan (four in 1988, one in 1996, and nine in 2000), the previously 

mentioned Tundra Swans, Blue-winged Teal (1982, 1992, and 

1997), Greater Scaup (1994, 6 in 1998, 2 in 2008 , 5 during count 

week), White-winged Scoter (12 in 1992, two in 1998, two in 2004), 

Merlin (1978, 2005, two in 2007 and four during count week), 

Franklin’s Gull (1987, 1997, 1999), Short-eared Owl (two in 1978, 

one in 1981, two in 2000), Black-capped Chickadee (1976, 1980, 

1989), House Wren (1980, 1998, two in 1999), Lincoln’s Sparrow 

(two in 1991, one each in 1992, 2007), Brewer’s Blackbird (1989, 

three in 1997, one in 2001, and two during count week), and 

Common Redpoll (1993, at a feeder on Salt Creek Rd, four in 1994, 

2001, a flock of 25 in flight at Paynetown). 

Species that have been recorded on four different counts include 

Red-necked Grebe (two in 1997, one each 2000, 2003, and 2004, 

and two during count week), Surf Scoter (1988, three in 1994, two 

in 2008, 2009, and one during count week), Northern Goshawk 

(1992, 1998, 2000, 2004), and Gray Catbird (two in 1979, one each 

in 1984, 1991, 2005). 

Finally, the Long-Eared Owl was recorded on five different counts 

(two each in 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, and one in 2006). 

A number of species have been recorded more frequently, but are 

always considered special finds and a thrill to record: Wood Duck, 

Canvasback, Redhead, Ruffed Grouse, Northern Bobwhite, Black 

Vulture, Rough-legged Hawk, Golden Eagle, Sandhill Crane, 

Wilson’s Snipe, American Woodcock, Northern Saw-whet Owl, 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Eastern Phoebe, Horned Lark, Red-

breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Winter Wren, Ruby-crowned 

Kinglet, Hermit Thrush, American Pipit, Yellow-rumped Warbler, 

Lapland Longspur, Snow Bunting, Rusty Blackbird, Purple Finch, 

Pine Siskin, and finally the Evening Grosbeak, not seen since 1999, 

which coincides with the data suggesting a dramatic decline of the 

species within its breeding range. 

The Golden Eagle, although it can no longer be considered a rarity 

on the Lake Monroe CBC, is always exciting for the groups that find 

one. In fact, the Lake Monroe area is by far the most dependable 

place to find a Golden during the winter months. Our first CBC 

Golden was recorded in 1988 by a group of us working in the fields 

south of the dam. We had stopped by the side of the road during a 

snow squall to replenish our spirits with a few heart- and soul-

warming shots of Cocoa-Bacardi, when out of the clouds and snow a 

beautiful adult Golden Eagle appeared. Teams should always carry 

flasks of Cocoa-Bacardi on the CBC! Since that day we have 

recorded Golden Eagles on 15 additional counts (and two during 

count week). In 1993, two teams met for a lunch break at the east 

end of the Cutright SRA. While we were eating, Roger Beckman 

spotted an eagle soaring over Middle Fork Refuge – a scope look 

confirmed that it was a beautiful immature Golden. Roger then 

spotted another bird above the immature, an adult Golden. Then we 

saw two more birds sailing west over the ridge above Saddle Creek 

– another immature and adult. Four in view at one time – what an 

amazing event! These four Goldens were also recorded on the 1994 

count – but in three different locations, by three different teams. 

These are some of the exciting rarities we have seen over the years 

on the Christmas Bird Count. In Part Three, I will share some of the 

long-term trends in the data set. My heartfelt thanks go to Dawn 

Hewitt, whose work with our huge data set made it possible for me 

to gather together these observations. 

Rare finds on Lake Monroe CBC 
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Photographer’s Page  — Robert Barber 

Black-necked Stilt 

Solitary Sandpiper Adult Male Prairie Warbler 
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 Sassafras Audubon Societyõs 

Saw-whet Owl Adoption Program 

Supporting research on the migration patterns of the 
Northern Saw-whet Owl in southern Indiana. 

        Yes, I would like to support Northern Saw-whet Owl  
        research! 

Send a check with $30 for each adopted owl, payable to:  
Sassafras Audubon Society, P.O. Box 85, 
Bloomington, IN 47402 

Name: _______________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: _________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________ 

You will receive a detailed letter and certificate about your 
adopted owl. Contact Ross Brittain at (812) 340-9994 or 
rabritta@indiana.edu for details.  
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