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Wings on the Water from
November 9-11 by seff Riegel

The second annual Wings on the Water event will be
held November 9-11 at the Fourwinds Resort and
Marina, 10 miles south of Bloomington, the
birdwatching capital of the state. Live birds will be
the focus during three outings in the area and a live
raptor program. The rest of the weekend will include
programs enjoyable for all ages and skill levels.

The first outing kicks off Friday morning with a tour
of wetlands in the area followed by an afternoon
program on the fundamentals of birdwatching that
covers everything from optics and identification to
ethics and the use of the Internet to enhance your
birding skills. Friday evening features a quiz bowl
where folks can team up to answer some easy and
not-so-easy questions.

Saturday begins with a bird walk and special
program on a continent-wide winter citizen science
project sponsored by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.
Virtually anyone with a birdfeeder can become
involved with Project Feederwatch, a program that is
fast becoming a major source of scientific data on
birds in North America. The afternoon will feature
live raptors, a hands-on activity for the kids with owl
pellets, and a presentation by award-winning
photographer Jeff Hammond on the challenges of
winter photography. The weekend’s feature
presentation, Avian Conservation in a Changing
Climate, will fill the evening activities.

The final bird outing of the event happens Sunday
morning. The goal of this particular outing will be to
find enough different species of birds to bring us to
a total of 75 species for the weekend. The weekend
will wrap up with a program on understanding bird
behavior by better understanding their basic senses
and a preview of Indiana’s most popular birding
event, Eagle Watch Weekend, to be held in February.

Registration is $10 per person for all or any part of
the activities and programs. Children age 11 and
under can enjoy the weekend for only $4 each. Pre-
registration is available online, by phone, or by mail.
For a complete list of events and registration
information, call BirdCountry.US at 812-335-8137
or point your browser to www.BirdCountry.US or
www.eaglesatlakemonroe.com. gy

Endowment Campaign Total
Nears $11,000 by Bob Kissell

Margaret McCalla-Jackson made a generous contribution to the Sassafras
Audubon Society’s endowment campaign because “first and foremost Sassafras
asked and let us know its need. An issue we want to support is the idea of Goose
Pond. It is thrilling to us as we live in Greene County to see this wetland come
to life.” Sassafras Audubon wants to thank Margaret McCalla-Jackson and all the
contributors to its endowment who have pushed the total raised to just under
$11,000! Hats off to our most recent donors Sarah Carter, David Parkhurst,
Suzanne Meyer Mittenthal, Nancy Martin, Margaret McCalla-Jackson, Robert
Ormiston, Chuck Boyce, David and Ingrid Beery, David and Jane Dunatchik,
Bob and Bev Kissel, Ruth Reichmann, Jim and Bobbi Diehl, Lois Morris, Susan
and Jim Hengeveld, and Jim Mitchell.

Ingrid and David Beery have long been members of SAS and avid birders. They
chimed in with a nice contribution as, “We are pleased to support the mission of
Sassafras Audubon, particularly the stewardship at Goose Pond.” In late January,
SAS is hosting a panel discussion about the status of Goose Pond Fish and
Wildlife Area with DNR property manager Brad Feaster, James Cole from
Indiana Audubon, and our own Lee Sterrenburg. SAS invites you to learn of the
many exciting developments at Goose Pond, including breeding and migrating
birds, expansion of retention ponds, and the host of birding, community, and
school groups that are utilizing this great natural area.

Jim and Susan Hengeveld are well known for their birding skills and willingness
to lead field trips for SAS and IU ornithology classes. To them, it was automatic
to help with the SAS endowment campaign as “Goose Pond is a premier location
and my class had an incredible field trip. \We are very grateful to Lee and Brad
and all the others who made this a fantastic location.” If you are thinking about
showing your environmental concern, the end of the year is a perfect time to

continued on page 7

CAN YOU
NAME THISBIRD

This little fellow is probably a regular
visitor to your feeder. Are you sure
you call him by his correct name?
The answer is on page 7.

Photo by Jeff Hammond




Y L SAS Calendar
November/December 2007

All SAS-sponsored outings and programs are free and open to non-
members. Watch our Website (http://www.sassafrasaudubon.org/)
and the Bloomington Birds e-mail list for announcements about
other upcoming outings and activities.

Fri.-Sun., Nov. 9-11: Wings on the Water
See the article elsewhere in this Leaflet for details.

Sat., Nov. 17: Local Waterfowl Hot Spots

Mark Allaire will lead us to look for some waterfowl, shorebirds, and
any other birds that we may find at and around the local lakes. We’ll
meet at 8 a.m. in the northwest corner of the K-mart parking lot on
E. Third St. in Bloomington. For more information, contact Jim
Mitchell at 812-824-8198 or jmitchel01@insightbb.com.

Sat., Dec. 1: Feathered Fundamentals Workshop
For details contact Jeff Riegel (812-335-8137 or jkriegel@att.net) or
go to www.eaglesatlakemonroe.com.

Sat., Dec. 8: CBC Warm-Up Birding

Jeff Riegel will lead us on this half-day of birding in anticipation of
the following Saturday’s annual Christmas Bird Count. We should
find some winter waterfowl visitors on the lakes, maybe a Bald
Eagle or two, and other smaller winter birds. Join us and hone your
winter bird skills for the Christmas Bird Count. We’ll meet at 8 a.m.
in the northwest corner of the K-mart parking lot on E. Third St. in
Bloomington. We’ll caravan to the lake and should return before
noon. For more information, contact Jim Mitchell at 812-824-8198
or jmitchel01@insightbb.com. gy

Christmas Bird Counts .

Sat., Dec. 15: Lake Monroe CBC
See the article in this Leaflet. Contact Don
Whitehead at 812-339-1782 or whitehea@indiana.edu.

Sun., Dec. 16: Brown County State Park CBC
Meet at the Nature Center at 8 a.m. Contact Jim Eagleman at
812-988-5240.

Sun., Dec. 16: Spring Mill CBC
Contact John Castrale at jcastrale@dnr.IN.gov.

Tues., Dec. 18: Patoka CBC
Contact John Castrale at jcastrale@dnr.IN.gov.

Wed., Dec. 19: Goose Pond CBC

See the article in this Leaflet. Contact Lee Sterrenburg at
sterren@indiana.edu.

Sat., Dec. 29: McCormick’s Creek CBC
See the article in this Leaflet. Contact Sandy or Jeff Belth at
belthbirds@aol.com.

Tues., Jan. 1, 2008: Muscatatuck NWR CBC
Meet at the Visitor Center at 7:30 a.m. Contact Donna Stanley
at the refuge office 812-522-4352. 4

LLake Monroe Christmas Bird Count #32 on December 15 by bon whitehead

Put Saturday, December 15, on your calendar--the date for this year’s version of the annual Lake Monroe Christmas Bird Count (CBC)
sponsored by Sassafras Audubon Society. This will be the 32nd consecutive year for this wonderful event.

As almost all of you realize, the CBC is both a birding event and a very important scientific enterprise. On the day of the count, teams of
birders spend the day (and, if you choose, part of the night) working within a specified portion of our designated count circle attempting to
identify and tabulate all of the birds seen or heard. CBC count circles are standardized and have a radius of 7.5 miles. Our count circle is
centered south of Lake Monroe close to the intersection of SR446 and Tower Ridge Road (which runs through the Deam Wilderness). Our

circle includes all of Lake Monroe, important wetland areas at the east
end of the lake, portions of Hoosier National Forest, and extensive field
areas southwest of Monroe. This provides our count circle with
remarkable habitat diversity, thus giving us great potential for recording
a large number of species. We normally divide the circle into 12 or so
areas with a specific team of birders designated to cover each area. Each
team has a leader familiar with the area and the birds to be expected and
as many willing birders as possible.

The data that we gather on each count are entered into our own database
and submitted to National Audubon’s master database that includes all of
the thousands of counts run in this country, Canada, and elsewhere in the
world. Since some of the counts date back to the early 1900s, there is
great potential for monitoring trends in the wintering populations of
birds on local, national, and hemispheric levels.

continued on page 4
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© Susan Hengeveld

Common Goldeneye. Photo by Susan Hengeveld



Gift Ideas: Audubon Holidays

By the time you receive this Leaflet, Christmas will be less than two
months away, surely not too early to be thinking about your holiday
shopping. As we have for the last two years, we have assembled a
list of gift ideas for nature lovers on your gift-giving list.

If you have not already done so, you might buy a gift membership
and/or a copy of our birding guide. Order forms for each of those
gifts are included in this Leaflet. Jim Mitchell suggests another
conservation-related gift: a duck stamp. Proceeds from their sale go
to wetlands restoration and other projects that benefit ducks.

The backyard birder who attracts winter birds to his/her feeders
might appreciate a gift of a heated birdbath. You can either purchase
a separate heater for an existing bath or buy a bath with a built-in
heater. On those cold winter days when all standing water is frozen,
your birds will thank you for it by coming in for a drink. Joann
Dodd suggests an entertaining squirrel-proof feeder. Droll Yankee
makes a battery-powered motorized tube feeder. The squirrel’s
weight on the perches activates the motor which spins the perches.
The squirrel desperately and unsuccessfully tries to hold on--which
brings new meaning to the term flying squirrel.

For the serious birder, Nancy Martin suggests the Birdjam system
for identifying birds by ear. The system allows you to quickly find
bird songs on an iPod. For details, go to www.birdjam.com.

continued on the back page

Fall Feeder Cleaning Nets $683

by David Daniels

The annual fall feeder cleaning held on September 22 was a great
success. Thanks to the generous support of those people who
brought in their feeders for cleaning, SAS earned $683. The
proceeds will be used for SAS conservation programs and
educational activities. The feeder cleaning would not be possible
without the time and effort put in by the volunteers who gave up part
of a Saturday to help. We had help from Ingrid Beery, Bob Dodd,
Jay Heeter, John Lawrence, Nancy Martin (who also contributed her
power washer and tent), Jim Mitchell, and Tom Platt. Thanks also
to Vickie Davison and her staff at Bloomington Hardware for
hosting the event.

Jay Heeter and David Daniels scrb feeders t the fall feedrcleaning.
Photo by Bob Dodd "

My Back Yard by sob bodd

Many of the stories in the Leaflet focus on activities of particular
interest to the serious birding hobbyist. But most of our 600+
members probably do most of their bird watching at their feeders or
around their yard. So we have decided to include a column in each
Leaflet issue that focuses on items of interest to the more casual
birder. We hope that in the coming months you will send us birding
stories from your own back yard that we can include in future issues.

Two sure bird signs around the feeder that autumn and winter is
approaching are the disappearance of hummingbirds and the
appearance of juncos. Each fall | hope to see my first junco before
the last hummingbird leaves. Sometimes that happens but not
always. This fall | had a special treat. As | viewed my first junco
foraging on the deck I looked up at the hummingbird feeder, and lo
and behold there was a hummer loading up on sugar water. We love
to see the return of the perky little juncos, but it is also a bit sad
knowing that summer is over and the chill of winter will return soon.

The contributors to the Indiana bird list on the Web have recently
been having a big discussion on Black-capped Chickadees vs.
Carolina Chickadees. Do you know which of these look alikes you
have at your feeder? If you live in the south central Indiana area you
almost certainly are seeing Carolina Chickadees, but perhaps you
have assumed they are the better-known black capped. Even expert
birders are challenged to tell the difference without careful
measurements or a DNA test of captured species. Their songs are
perhaps the easiest way to distinguish the two, but in areas where the
species overlap they sometimes mimic each other's songs. Indeed
there may be hybrids in overlap areas. The easiest way to tell which
chickadee you are seeing is to look at a map. If you live in the
southern 2/3 of Indiana you are 99+% sure of seeing the Carolina
variety. The northern third of the state with few exceptions harbors
only black caps. But there is a narrow transition zone where you
really are challenged to tell the difference. Perhaps we should be
happy that we live well within the Carolina range and do not have to
worry about what we are seeing. Or perhaps we should say, “What
difference does it make. 1 love my friendly little chickadees
regardless of what their first name might be.”

Probably one of the most frequent
visitors to your back yard this past spring
and summer was the American Robin.
This species seems to thrive around
human habitations. Although robins do
not come to our feeders, nicely mowed
lawns are great foraging habitat. And
ornamental trees around the yard make
ideal nesting sites. But chances are you
probably have not seen many robins in
your yard since midsummer. You may
think they have packed up and headed
for Florida, but they are still around.
After nesting season robins take to the American Robin.
woods and form flocks. So if you want ~Photo by Susan Hengeveld
to see robins in the winter you may have to leave your yard and take
a walk in the woods. Indianapolis area birder Don Gorney was
seeing lots of robins in late September--over 11,000 of them in one
roosting area at Fort Harrison State Park. They roost in a specific
area in the park every evening. Perhaps some of them were your
pretty rusty-breasted lawn neighbors from last summer. g,




President’s NOte by sff riegel

This is my first article to you as President of the Sassafras Audubon Society, a position, by the way, that was fraught with misinformation
from the beginning. First of all, not only did I not receive the keys to the executive washroom, it was only after the election that | found out
there was no executive washroom. Just a few days after assuming the office, | tried to exercise my executive privilege with a member of the
local law enforcement community. | will have to admit that they handled it quite well, trying to cover up their obvious sympathy at my
predicament under a veil of raucous laughter. Finally (and this is the most disturbing aspect of my new position) there is no motorcade! 1’d
turn in my resignation immediately if it were not for that fact that | get to continue working with some of the greatest people in the local
birding community.

Our Board of Directors is full of them, and there are some new names that | am sure are familiar to many of you. Among them is Bernie
Sloan who will be looking at our bylaws and suggesting changes that reflect, among other things, our new Endowment Fund. Also new to
the Board is Keegan Ramey. You might remember his posts from this past summer when he was working at the Salton Sea National Wildlife
Refuge. Keegan will be taking over the duties of Conservation Coordinator in the weeks and months ahead.

There are a few other changes as well. Since | have assumed the duties of President, I will be handing over the membership database to Lynda
Lee Walker, wife of our Treasurer, Marc Allaire. Marc has been teaching in China for the past couple of months (he’ll be back in November),
and Lynda has done a superb job of filling in for him. We’re very happy to have her stay with us in her new position. We also now have two
Vice Presidents in our organization. In addition to his duties coordinating our biannual Feeder Cleaning program, Dave Daniels will step in
as the new Vice President, while Tom Platt, our Education Coordinator, will assume the duties of Student Vice President.

Laura Hammond has been doing an excellent job as our Secretary for the past few months and will be continuing in that position. Also
continuing for another two years are Nancy Martin, our Program Coordinator; Jim Mitchell, the Field Trip Coordinator; Bob Dodd, Leaflet
Editor; and Terri Greene who has done an amazing job of making our Leaflet look the way it does. Between Terri and Bob, it is ho wonder
that the Leaflet is such a popular publication for our members. And finally, saving the best for last, our most recent Past President, John
Lawrence, will continue with his Publicity Coordinator duties for the remaining year of his term on the Board. |, for one, am grateful for his
continued assistance and guidance.

There are others that we simply could not do without as well. You are reading this edition of the Leaflet, thanks to the efforts of Maureen
Forrest in getting it out to our more than 600 members. Bob Kissel has worked well above and beyond the call developing our Endowment
Campaign. And the conservation issues included in the Leaflet are thanks to Jess Gwinn, who has continued coordinating our conservation
efforts even since leaving the Board many months ago. And let’s not forget our Webmaster, Susan Hengeveld, who has made our recent
transition in Web servers a walk in the park. Right, Susan?

The effectiveness of any organization is not due to the person who sits in the President’s position but to those that do the day-to-day work of
keeping that organization on top of its game. With the quality people SAS has in those positions, we can rest assured that the Sassafras
Audubon Society will continue to be the best in the state (although | might be somewhat biased). | am eagerly looking forward to serving
our membership over the next two years and if you ever have any suggestions for our organization, please do not hesitate to contact me at any
time. Happy Birding! rs

Thanks to Sassafras Audubon SOCiety from Brad Feaster, Goose Pond FWA Property Manager

First, I'd like to thank the entire SAS chapter for its continued
interest in and support of Goose Pond Fish and Wildlife Area.
The chapter's contributions to GPFWA are greatly appreciated.
The chapter's workday on September 22 is the most recent
example of your dedication to the property.

Ten SAS members and friends (David Beery, James Cole, Bob
Dodd, Maureen Forrest, Jess Gwinn, Jim Hengeveld, Susan
Hengeveld, Ross Hill, Ulla Linenthal, and Lee Sterrenburg)
spent nearly four hours packing backpack sprayers around =
Beehunter spraying Phragmites. In addition to the above [
named individuals, Andrew Mertz deserves special thanks for [§
once again providing backpack sprayers. 1'd also like to thank [
James Cole for transporting the sprayers from Indianapolis.

The chapter's efforts at Phragmites eradication are having a [ & 4 ,
positive impact on the restored habitats. Thanks again and I'm & Z

looking forward to future collaborative events. Phragmites fighters at Goose Pond work day. From left: James Cole, Maureen

Forrest, Ulla Linenthal, David Beery, Jim Hengeveld, Susan Hengeveld, Jess Gwinn,
By the way, are there any chapter members out there who Ross Hill (not shown are Bob Dodd, Brad Feaster, and Lee Sterrenburg). Photo by
can make it rain??? » Bob Dodd
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